The Legend of the Primal Plant

A wise man loves mankind and nature. He believes they are completely connected by
God. The wise man also believes a unity exists in nature; that it consists of one
fundamental pattern repeating continuously. He writes poems and literature about his
ideas.

This wise author dreams about a primal plant that illustrates his beliefs; the plant
contains the basic plan for all the plants in the world. He describes his plant as follows:

The primal plant is the source of every plant. It possesses a thick central stem which
supports robust flowers and their stamens. Leaves sprout from the stem. The wise man
does not mention the plant’s roots.

Many people try to draw the primal plant. In illustrations by different people, the
forms of the roots and leaves of the plant change. The stem is the same in every picture.
The wise man thinks the drawings are too definitive. For him, the primal plant is an
ideal, without an exact form yet.

Nevertheless, the wise author and his faithful students search for the primal plant
when they are in different places. They travel a lot in order to appreciate nature. During
these trips, they search the wild areas of different countries. The wise man thinks Italy
is the most fertile place he has ever seen. Therefore, he becomes convinced that the
primal plant is in this temperate country. But nobody ever discovers such a plant in Italy
or elsewhere.

Years pass. The great man grows old and wiser. He says that the primal plant was
probably a description of a basic leaf form. Consequently, it can be found in all plants
in the world.

One hundred years later, many people revere the wise man. He is the hero of
naturalists, scientists, philosophers and authors who follow his writings.

A naturalist, who is a particularly loyal follower of the wise man, believes the primal
plant exists. This plant could possibly illustrate his answers for the world riddle. The
naturalist also wants to prove that mankind and nature are completely connected
because he has experienced a personal tragedy and is searching for solace.

He believes that everything in the world has developed from one source. The source
procreated, generating more life-forms similar to itself. The next generations also
procreated and this system continued for millions of years. The naturalist believes that
the new life-forms grew and changed gradually, improving slightly with each
generation, so that the world of today, with all its plants and animals as well as its
people, came to exist.

This revolutionary idea originated from an Englishman; a peer of the naturalist who
he also reveres. The Englishman expresses his ideas cautiously, whereas the naturalist is
bolder and more forceful with his opinions.

If the naturalist’s primal plant exists, he would be able to prove that all plants
originated from one source. If all plants originated from one source, then he thinks that
all people must have also originated from one source. The naturalist’s beloved young
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wife has recently died. If a basic form is found within all living things, he can be
consoled with the knowledge that her life continues in the infinite variety of nature’s
patterns.

The naturalist’s idea of the primal plant is different from that of the wise man.
Consequently, he describes it as follows:

The primal plant is an animal-plant from the sea. This animal-plant consists of
different porous parts with many buds and branches. It looks like a group of soft
vegetables and bulbs. Big and small holes cover all areas of the animal-plant. These are
the plant’s mouths. The primal plant is the ancient mother of all animal-plants.

The naturalist and his loyal students search fervently for his primal plant in many
parts of the sea. They search the wild coasts of different countries. But they do not ever
discover such a plant.

The naturalist continues to believe that the primal plant exists and proceeds to draw
it. He states that his drawings illustrate an existing animal-plant. The naturalist presents
many lectures about the plant, as well as his theories which correlate with the ideas of
the wise man and the Englishman. He creates many drawings to accompany his
lectures. These are very beautiful with a lot of ornamentation. The naturalist’s drawings
and theories are published in popular books.

At first, many people love the naturalist’s books. The general public believe the
books contain information which is usually only seen by scientists and naturalists. The
naturalist becomes famous. His illustrations provide inspiration for artists who admire
the organic details as well as the naturalist’s excellent observational skills.

But many esteemed scientists and naturalists say that his primal plant does not exist,
therefore, the illustrations in the naturalist’s books are a lie. They maintain that the
drawings prove the naturalist is a fraud. Some of the naturalist’s students confirm that
nobody has ever found the primal plant.

The naturalist is convinced that he is right and his critics are merely envious of his
success. Many vicious disputes ensue.

The Englishman supports the naturalist but cautions that he has expressed his
opinions too forcefully.

The naturalist continues to search for his primal plant. During these searches, he
discovers a large quantity of very small sea-plants and animal-forms which were not
known previously. The naturalist classifies his new discoveries with names in honour of
his dead wife. He continues to publish his books with illustrations of plants and animal-
forms. These beautiful pictures illustrate his theories very well, but are not always
precise copies of real life. Consequently, many people interpret his drawings as
fraudulent. The curse of controversy follows the naturalist throughout his life.

Years pass. The naturalist becomes old. His primal plant is never found. The
naturalist’s enemies still use his drawings as targets for their verbal assaults. To this
day, the naturalist is remembered for supposedly fraudulent drawings instead of his
valuable contributions towards the study of nature. m
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Nelijan yiifom natavestigeli, ab kaiitom, das natavestigel elesagom cedis omik tu
nimiko.

Natavestigel fovom al sukon plani rigik oma. Du suks at, tiivom modi gletik planas
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binoms koips fiimik lifa jenik. Sikodo, mens modik sepldnoms das penats omik binoms
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